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Please see the President’s Message on Page 2 for details about the annual RARC Holiday Party.  

There is no meeting or ZOOM broadcast for January at the Rochester EOC. 
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     Steve (W0STV) - President  w0stv@yahoo.com 

 

The Rochester Amateur Radio Club voted in Taylor-WB0RSJ as our new Vice President and 
program director for 2023. Taylor has program ideas but is open to suggestions and advice from 
members of the club. Thank you, Taylor, for committing your time to promote the Rochester amateur 
radio club's interest. 

The RARC January meeting will be the annual holiday party at Charlie's restaurant in their 
private dining room located in the Hillcrest Shopping center. There will not be a ZOOM meeting 
this month. We meet around 6:00 PM on January 10th. The menu voted on at the December 
meeting is as follows: 

Menu – $24/inclusive/person 

• Lettuce Salad with sides of dressing will be placed on tables with bread baskets before the meal is 
served. 

• Main entrée will be a choice of a plate meal with Beef Tenderloin Tips over pasta or Airline 
Chicken Breast w/either roasted red potatoes or mashed potatoes w/chicken gravy. Green Beans 
- Green Beans for the beef tips will on a separate plate – Rolls & Butter. 

• There will be tickets provided for free prizes during the party. 

 

Guests will pay for meals upon arrival - We will have a sign in sheet to indicate choice of meals 
and also slips of paper to indicated what meal they have decided on to be placed on the table in 
front of the guest – The committee will handle the sign in and collection of monies - If credit cards 
are being used Charlies staff will help you to process the card.  

 

Please reply to w0stv@yahoo.com by January 2nd with the number of people that will be 
attending, if you have not done so already. This is open to all Hams and their families. 

If you have questions call 254-3993 or if you change your mind after January 2, 2023. 

 

President's Message 

mailto:w0stv@yahoo.com
mailto:w0stv@yahoo.com
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No ZOOM For January. Please See Page 2 For Details 

About the RARC Holiday Party 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

https://zoom.us/
https://zoom.us/
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Taylor (WB0RSJ) - Vice President  
 

 

           

 RARC Holiday Party January 10th 

See Page 2 For All The Details 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Meeting Programs 
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Olmsted ARES will not meet in January. We will resume in February. Several ARES videos 
have been posted on the RARC Facebook web site for you to watch and learn from. 

Please remember to check into the Sunday 9 PM Olmsted ARES Nets, the Thursday 6:30 PM Digi-
tal Nets, the Tuesday 7 PM 10 meter Nets and the Monday 8 PM Elmer’s Nets to stay connected 
and updated.  

Amateur Radio Emergency Service 

Steve (WØSTV)  w0stv@yahoo.com 
Olmsted County ARES-EC 

ARES 

mailto:w0stv@yahoo.com
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                    Bob (KEØEXE)  gettuit@charter.net 

 

 

Have you a TV/DVD/etc. Remote Control that no longer functions 
well?  Maybe you've given up on it entirely--gone and thrown it in the gar-
bage, after finding you could buy a new replacement on the Internet, some-

times for less than $10?   

 

Well, here's another option (unless the thing is actually glued together--but that's rare), for when 
you can't buy the exact model anymore: 

 

When the buttons stop working, you can often fix them.   

 

If the problem isn't due to corroded battery contacts (also quite fixable, usually), then it probably is 
the result of a gooey substance that accumulates on the switch contacts themselves, underneath the 
"sheet" of molded rubber that forms the buttons.  To access this area and clean it, you'll need to pry 
apart the two, clam-shell halves of the plastic housing.  (Really, this is the hardest part, but a butter 
knife and some plastic guitar picks--to use as holding-wedges--can help greatly.)  Once it's disas-
sembled, inspect the buttons' undersides and the PCB's corresponding contact areas; you'll probably 
find the obvious, aforementioned "goo," in various places.  I don't really know what this goopy-goo 
is.  It seems to be either a dielectric grease or a product of something that is secreted by the rubber 
pad, over time, perhaps in response to physical stresses and/or changes in humidity.  Whatever it is, 
it eventually seems to turn into a fair insulator.  I clean it off by scrubbing with mild soap and water, 
using an old tooth brush.  (Try to keep any other electronics as dry as possible.)  Dry everything 
right away by tamping with a paper towel, and then let it all air-dry very well (or use a hairdryer on 
Warm, for speed).  After you carefully snap it all together again, you should find it works like new.  
I've done this many times, at my workplace, with 100% success. 

 

 

Hamster Hints 

mailto:gettuit@charter.net
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Fred (K4IU)  k4iu@me.com 

 

 

 

2023 starts a brand new contest year. Maybe one of your New Year’s resolution will be to try 
something different like a RTTY, VHF, or CW mode contest. We are still on the rising curve of Cyle 
23. I heard a lot of 10 meter activity last month and that band will only get better in 2023. 

 

Here are just some of January's contest events: 

 

January 4:  Straight Key Night This event is not really a contest but a tribute to early radio pi-
oneers. So, break out those straight keys and bugs.  

 

January 7-8:  ARRL RTTY Roundup This contest is strictly RTTY. No FT8/4 modes allowed this 
year. Remember to check the log due dates, 7 days! 

 

January 14-15: NAQP CW 1800 UTC January 14 to 0559 UTC January 15,  

In this friendly contest everyone works everyone. Power output is restricted to 100 watts and as-
sisted operating (SOA) is permitted in addition to the classic entry categories.  

 

January 21-22: NAQP SSB 1800 UTC January 14 to 0559 UTC January 15, This is the phone 
version of the above. Operators can be on for 10 of the 12 hours which will still leave time for 
other weekend activities. 

 

 

 

Contest Corner 

mailto:k4iu@me.com
http://www.arrl.org/straight-key-night
http://www.arrl.org/rtty-roundup
https://ncjweb.com/naqp/
https://ncjweb.com/NAQP-Rules.pdf
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January 21-23: ARRL January VHF I have to say that I did have fun in this one last year oper-
ating in a Rover category. Mel, KCØP, gave me some good hints. Here’s a picture of Mel , and 
Carol, NØHZO and their winter rovering team. You can find more rovering hints here from the 
Jan/Feb 2020 issue of the National Contest Journal. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

January 27-29: CQ 160 CW Like last month, this is a cw event only it is sponsored by CQ mag-
azine.  

Winter field day, and some digital events round out the last month of 2022.  There is a full schedule 
and you can see it all on the  DL2NBY and WA7BNM calendars. 

-…-  -…-  -…-  -…- -…- -…-  -…-  -…- -…- -…- -…- -…--…--…--…--…--…--…- 

http://www.arrl.org/january-vhf
https://ncjweb.com/features/janfeb20feat.pdf
https://cq160.com/
https://sites.google.com/site/dl2nbycontestcalendar/home
https://www.contestcalendar.com/fivewkcal.html
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Last month there was a question from one of the hams on the 10-meter net about how 
you can operate two bands at the same time. One of our RARC elite contesters, KØMD, uses a 
technique called SO2R which stands for single operator 2 radio. This technique can improve your 
QSO rate significantly.  

 

Two other variants include 2BSIQ, 2 band synchronized interleaved QSOs and SO2V, single opera-
tor 2 VFOs. Operators using these techniques can produce super high QSOs rates. It takes some 
station hardware/software changes like antennas, band pass filters, switching devices and computer 
interface implementation.  It also takes a lot of practice to hear separate signals in each ear and 
send the right exchanges.  

 

1. SO2R: The associated link explains the basic technique. Briefly, two transceivers feed two sep-
arate antennas on two different bands. With the right antenna separation and filtering, it is 
possible to do this without interference from your transmitting radio to your receiving radio. 
Your QSO rate is increased by listening on a 2nd radio while you are transmitting on the 1st ra-
dio. On the 2nd radio you are scanning the bands for needed QSOs and multipliers. If you find 
a new station to work on the 2nd radio, you leave it on the 2nd logging window until you get a 
free moment to work this station. Even adding a few QSOs an hour will greatly boost your 
score. 

https://ncjweb.com/bonus-content/Nov-Dec-Dewey-SO2R-Part1.pdf
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2. SO2V: This technique is halfway between SO2R and SO1V.  Many new radios have a second 
sub receiver which you can listen to on one part of the band while CQing on another part of the 
same band. Shortcut keys can allow you to quickly change to different frequencies. Much more 
detail on setting up for these enhanced contest modes can be found here.  N1MM+ logging 
software takes some of the complexity out of the software implantations. 

 

 

     3. 2BSIG: This technique requires even more practice and associated station refinements. An 
  excellent presentation can be found here. 

 
Many hams start using RTTY or digital modes to get started with using these techniques.  

  

Happy New Year 

 
 
73 for now 

 Fred K4IU 

https://n1mmwp.hamdocs.com/manual-operating/single-operator-contesting/
https://wwrof.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/04/2BSIQ-20170331.pdf
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On November 17th four Hams (W0STV 
Steve, W0EJB Eric, K0WOZ AJ and 
K0VH Dave) carried sections of our fu-
ture rooftop HF and VHF vertical anten-
nas for temporary rooftop storage on 
the 125Live building until our coax gets 
pulled from the roof to the technology 
room.  

We are hoping to have transceivers in a 
locked cabinet there for125Live mem-
bers and new Ham presentations some-
time in early 2023.   

 

See photo at right: 

.  

Dave Naatz (KØVH)   

125 Live Radio  

Project 

Dave Naatz (K0VH) dcnaatz@gmail.com 

mailto:dcnaatz@gmail.com
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                                        Dave (KØVH)  dcnaatz@gmail.com 

                            

 

 

 

 

 

The Education Committee will meet in January to continue developing a plan for new Ham 
education. 

 

73 Dave Naatz (K0VH) 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Education 

mailto:dcnaatz@gmail.com
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D-Star repeater: 

• Obtained, programmed and tested. 

• Repeater up and running on analog.  Will soon be connected to in-
ternet reflector. 

 

147.255 repeater: 

• Sensitivity and power output are reduced. 

• Reported to county. They will wait until 2023 due to budget constraints. 

 

146.82 repeater: 

• Battery serviced by W0STV. 

 

EOC computer and laptops: 

• Used for 11/12/22 SET event. 

• Steve has put labels on switches, headsets. 

 

125Live 

• Antenna on roof and stored on saw horses until deployment date set. 

• Waiting for 125Live staff to indicated they are ready to pull coax for the station. 

 

Drone Sale 

• Progress will be updated at the February RARC meeting. 

Technical committee 
Eric (KF0S)  kf0s@yahoo.com 

mailto:kf0s@yahoo.com
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125 Live: 

• VHF antenna procured. Sitting in Steve’s garage. 

• HF Vertical is in Steve’s garage. Long piece still with county. 

• Radios at EOC. 

• Coax obtained. 

• Tony was still out/on crouches at last notice. Likely won’t return 
until. Will hopefully run coax soon. 

• Steve mentioned 125 Live may be hiring some runs and may include our coax. 

• Put antenna together on the roof. Leave horizontal on saw horses. 

• Retain a 27” monitor for the station. Run advertising when station isn’t in use to draw more at-
tention to radio setup/club. 

 

Other Items: 

• Drone sale: 

 Eric to come up with a proposed sale price. DJI Phantom 3. 

 $450-540 on eBay for similar packages. 

 

Possible repeater swap: 

• Steve mentioned Brian might have a swap of Motorola Fire Department repeater and cans for a 
smaller Kenwood repeater and cans. This would work better if we wanted to put in the trailer. 

 

ARES trailer - potentially replace the 2 monitors with new monitors plus a 1.2 kw (or maybe 2 
smaller) inverter. 

Technical committee 
Eric (KF0S)  kf0s@yahoo.com 

mailto:kf0s@yahoo.com
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 RARC buy or sell 

If you have any Ham related items that you want to sell or are looking for locally, email the Hamster at RARC Buy or 

Sell or Trade. 

I'm looking for a Heathkit DX35 or 40 to go with it. Do any of you have one squirreled 
away some where?  If so, please email me at the address below. 

Niel (W0VLZ) - nielwiegand@aggienetwork.com 

For Sale: KB9VBR - Copper J-Pole for 2 meters.  Well made-heavy duty.  Never 
mounted or used.  Can't use it with the mount I have on the house currently. $40  Taylor (WB0RSJ) 
-  tbbauman@gmail.com 

 

FT-991A ALL-BAND, MULTIMODE PORTABLE TRANSCEIVER  The FT-
991A is the next generation in all mode, all band MF/HF/VHF/UHF transceiver with C4FM 
(System Fusion) Digital capability. The FT-991A includes multi-mode operation on CW, AM, 
FM, SSB, and Digital Modes (Packet, PSK31, RTTY and C4FM), with 100 Watts of HF/50mhz 
Capability (50 Watts VHF/UHF). This transceiver is owned by a ham radio friend of mine. 
Please contact me directly.  Price: $975.00  

Bob Dubke (K0SIR)  red@bobdubke.com  (507) 398-5964 

mailto:k0gmk2016@gmail.com
mailto:k0gmk2016@gmail.com
mailto:nielwiegand@aggienetwork.com
mailto:tbbauman@gmail.com
mailto:red@bobdubke.com


16  

 Monday 8 p.m. Elmer’s Net 146.820 repeater (PL Tone 100) 

 Tuesday 7 p.m. (except on Club Meeting Nights) RARC 10 Meter Net meets on 28.325 Mhz. USB. 
The Net is cancelled without notice if lightning in the area or SkyWarn activation. 

 Thursday 6:30 p.m. 146.820 Repeater. The first Net of each month is a voice net, and it's the 

SE MN District ARES Digital Net. The other weeks, it is an informal digital net, using the digital 

protocol announced for the week on the Net and NBEMS.  

Most of us use FLDIGI and the rest of the NBEMS suite of programs, all of which are free. MT63 is a very forgiving 
mode. You can  do MT63 on VHF without a soundcard modem - 'acoustic coupling' works fine. meaning you can hold 
your HT up to the mic on your computer and copy it very well and do the reverse to transmit.  

 Thursday 8 p.m. HF Digital Net, 3583.5 kHz, Olivia 8/500 

 Daily M-F about 11:30 a.m. - Repeater Of The Week - Very Informal Morning Net - If you show 

up and there is no net control, become one!  The object of this net is to encourage more on-air 

activity.  

 Saturday 8:30 p.m. Iowa D-Star Net on RARC D-Star Reflector XLS632A 

 Sunday 7:30 p.m. Minnesota D-Star Net on RARC D-Star Reflector XLS632A 

 Sunday 8:30 p.m. Dodge County ARES Net on the 146.820 (PL Tone 100) Repeater at 8:30 p.m. 

 Sunday 9:00 p.m. RARC/ARES Net:  147.255 repeater (PL Tone 100) Odd numbered Sundays 

        146.820 repeater (PL Tone 100) Even Numbered Sundays 

 

    Weekly Nets 

http://www.w1hkj.com/
http://www.arrl.org/nbems
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Club Fundraiser 

smile.amazon.com 

 

 

RARC is always in need of funds to operate. We have insurance costs, we have cost involved 

with running 3 repeaters and putting on a field day. Dues cover most of it but we need approximate-

ly 100 paid members to break even each year. 

RARC now has another way to help bring funds to the club and it’s painless.  

Smile Amazon is a simple and automatic way to support the RARC every time you shop at Ama-

zon.com at no cost to you.  Tens of millions of products are eligible for donations.  

Simply follow the link below and every time you purchase an eligible item the RARC will receive .5% 

of your purchase. There is no cost involved for you! 

So, please click on the picture below, share it with others in your family and your friends. It will help 

out the RARC: 

 

 

https://smile.amazon.com/ch/41-1491925
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/41-1491925
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/41-1491925
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/41-1491925
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/41-1491925
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/41-1491925
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/41-1491925
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 Are you a member of the ARRL?  

 Are you new to Ham Radio? 

 Have you been licensed for a while but not active? 

 Are you active but never explored the ARRL? 

 

John (NØHZN) and Fred (K4IU) decided it was time to let other Hams know about the ARRL. Of 

course, you may think, ”it’s just another group that wants my money because I’m a Ham.” But 

there is more to it than that, they truly want to grow the hobby. 

 

So here are two links you can explore to see what the ARRL offers Hams. Take a look: 

 ARRL Benefits  

 The Value of ARRL Membership 

http://www.arrl.org
http://www.arrl.org/
http://www.arrl.org/
http://www.arrl.org/membership
http://www.arrl.org/files/file/QST/This%20Month%20in%20QST/October2015/Value.pdf
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RARC meets the second Tuesday of each month at 6:30 PM in the lower level of Rochester Fire Station #2 

in the EOC at 2185 Wheelock Drive NE, Rochester, MN 

 

 Online    http://www.rarchams.org/  

 Mail:     RARC , P.O. Box 1,  Rochester, MN  55903 

 Email:    If not a member, register and a Moderator will respond shortly 

 Weekly Net:  Sundays at 9:00 PM : 147.255 repeater (PL Tone 100) Odd numbered Sundays 

          146.820 repeater (PL Tone 100) Even Numbered Sundays

   

 Facebook:    Rochester Amateur Radio Club 

 

If you haven't done so already, please register for the RARC groups.io email reflector so you can keep abreast of club activities, official 

club notices and of course the monthly Hamster mailing.  Click on register and you will be taken to the RARC registration page.  Once you 

have registered go to your account settings and choose how you would like to receive email from the club. 

 

Newsletter articles or questions:   Mark (KØGMK) - Editor  gmkelm@charter.net 

Contact RARC 

http://www.rarchams.org/
https://groups.io/g/rarchams/topics
https://groups.io/g/rarchams/topics
https://www.facebook.com/rarchams?ref=aymt_homepage_panel
https://groups.io/g/rarchams/topics
https://groups.io/g/rarchams/topics
https://groups.io/g/rarchams/topics
mailto:gmkelm@charter.net

